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Headlong Toward Winter



Chairman's Bit

I would like to start off by congratulating those associates
who have recently passed their Advanced Driving Test
(ADT) and are now full members of the IAM, well done!
For those who are about to take their tests, good luck. As
usual, we are always looking for new members to help the
Moray Group by becoming Group Observers, please have
a think about it. A warm welcome to all new associates for
this autumn course, | trust you will enjoy your experience
with us and go on to pass the ADT.

The summer has been quite busy with a lot of time and
effort spent in support of the Mobile Display Unit (MDU) at
various events in the Moray area. We managed to get
quite a lot of interest from these events; | hope they
transpire into ‘bums on seats’. Thank you to everyone
who gave up their time, however much, to help man the
MDU.

Vince has been busy using up the Lottery grant and has
managed to purchase a projector to add to the laptop he
bought earlier in the year. There’s even some money left
over and we intend to purchase a DVD camera. With yet
another leap forward in the technical department, the
Group’s assets are increasing as too is our ability to
produce a lot more of our own lecture material. The future
really does look good!

Once again, welcome to our new associates, | look
forward to meeting you all at either the lectures or the
drives.

Gerry McGeehan

Chairman MGAM

The views expressed are those of the editor and cotariand not necessarily those of the IAM

Nearly didn’t make it into the Lhanbryde Gala DayMalcolm
pointed to the sign hanging on the fence of th&:p&O GOLF
ALLOWED

Went to move my car - Doh!

Editors Bit

Well here we are again, all ready for a winter a$ary and
discontent. | would have had an article or wo“What |
Did On My Holidays” except | had no holidays thisnmemer
due to another change of circumstances so an edificno
interesting topics.  How about you kind readsraring your
own holiday experiences, good or bad, names cathdeged
to protect the embarrassed. Alternatively, onailccdore on
and on and on about nothing at all of general @sgronly
what your editor thinks interesting, and lookingtds edition,
your editor needs to get out more.  Surely, @lygetting out
enough, your editor has been trawling the Intemared got
some interesting stuff reproduced elsewhere inigisige.( are
you still allowed to say reproduced in these peéiliy correct times?)

Still we have a new intake for our autumnal couesel
hopefully an appreciative readership. So,isasisual my
message is — If you readers want the quality of ymwvsletter
to improve, then please send your contribution€Ebyail to

gclarihew@hotmail.com.

Come and See

As Gerry said in his introduction the Moray Grougstbeen
successful in our Lottery applicatignhe £1 a week approach was
not a successpnd the money awarded has been put toward the
purchase of a Laptop computer and a Multi-medigetor
with which we are using to revamp our lectures The last
intake, the spring course, were the guinea pigsttfer new
style lectures. This re-working of the lectures wasried out
mainly by Gerry and Vince and then revisions doméron
out the deliberate mis-spellings and slight omissiput in to
ensure the audience keep on their toes.

So, an invitation to all our members, come alonthtocourse
and see where the Lottery money has gone and emjoy
refresher in a much improved style.

What We Do To Get Out More

For those who have not yet seen blpbile Display Unit ( theMDU) below is a photo to let you know what it looKseli

We

take it out to places and events to publicise oau@ and the IAM, all the while putting the roadesg message in the minds of

those who see and talk to us.
Keith Show, the Speyside Rally,

We have takennhdo events e.g.. — the
Lossie Raft Radepeman Gala,

Fochabers Gala, Buckie Lifeboat Day, Taste Of MaaaBrodie, the

Families Days at Lossiemouth and Kinloss. We coud almost be
counted a fixture at the Forres Theme Day. Magithe MDU at
events is a good way to help your Group to gain nembers, it
also a way of keeping in touch with past members agood way
of unexpectedly meeting old friends at these events

A second benefit is by being part of the exhibteam you usually
get free entry to the event and a third benefitvisall have time off
to see all the attractions. Fourthly, the raigesition gives a good
view of tugs-of-war, judo displays, highland damgin welly
hurling, falconry, line dancing or any other happgnon the day.
We quite often get serenaded with good-going tppitey tunes by
a Pipe Band, much to the delight of all us there.

And to echo what Gerry said, a big Thank You towdib gave of
their time helping our Group to spread the roaétyaihessage and
help us to continue recruiting new members.



VehicleOperatorServicesAgency

Or the MoT as we used to know it
To all who have not yet got a new-style VOSA cardife, there is a fundamental change to the wayrmition held about
‘MOT tests has changed. The new ‘MOT’ certifie is now a computer-generated document showirag imformation has
been recorded on the VOSA secure database abautgbigle. Now, this stored informationivielp eliminate fraud and
foil thefts of blank certificates, thus improvingroprotection as consumers of second -hand vehikiid3 allow us to relicence
our vehicles online. Finally by maintaining a gahtdatabase there is the benefit of improvingstamdard and consistency of
testing.
You can check the MOT status of a prospective msety logging on to the VOSA website at: - wwwinfotgov.uk or by
telephoning 08703300444. Even more than is piifiere can be had in leaflets available in MOT gesaor even more at
vwvw.vosa.gov.uk (This information was gleaned from a VOSA leafletnloaded by your sad editor.)

This newsletters strange story

Group Contact

There was an engineer, manager and programmer
moray@iam-scotland_org_uk driving down a steep mountain road. The brakesdail
and the car careened down the road out of control.
Half way down the driver managed to stop the car by
running it against the embankment narrowing
For donation of anything that you would like to appin the newsletter: | avoiding going over a cliff. They all got out, sleak
send tagclarihnew@hotmail.com by their narrow escape from death, but otherwise
unharmed. The manager said "To fix this problem we
need to organise a committee, have meetings, and
through a process of continuous improvement,
develop a solution.” The engineer said "No that iou
- take too long, and besides that method never worked
Note from Matt via Malcolm:- before. | have my trusty pen knife here and wiketa

George, Had a note from Matt at Kinloss wondering if this bit | apart the brake system, isolate the problem anmecior
could go in the newsletter??? it." The programmer said "I think you're both wrbhg

(see, its that easy to get things in print, or Edrdaect to gclarihew@hotmail.com) thmk. we should all p_us"h the car back up the i a
see if it happens again.

....looking for marshals for the upcoming Lands End

John o'Groats Reliability Trial.

http://www.hero.org.uk/lejog/index.htm which is in our _
area on 6th Dec 05.
Duties involved are simply operating a timing system tp
manage the timecards of competing cars.
Approximately 100 cars, ranging from 1920s Bentleys 10
1970s Triumph Stags take part in this and the longear
Scottish Malts Reliability Trial in May 06. I
If anyone is interested please contact Justin Morris on " # $
http://www.63carclub.com

If anyone would like to help in what seems like good days out ,|then
feel free to contact the 63 Car Club direct to offer your sesyid
certainly will check my diary on that one.

Free Advice

Approaching a roundabout at
a busy time. Note the number
of vehicles showing their
brake lights. Now this is not a
problem on a dry day, but
think of the glare in your face
on a wet night. As Advanced
Drivers please put your

handbrake on to minimise the Telephone 01343 850 437

lare to others. . .
9 Evenings or weekends are the best times to ph@ne




Something that newer readers may not have seemdsttcertainly will have heard ofROADCRAFT — The police drivers manual. It is the
bees knees for the nitty-gritty of driving theornBo for those readers that have not heard of theses of wisdom and for those that may have

lost the ability to recite them, here they are agai The Ten Commandments of Motoring o need to say more

1. Perfect your Roadcraft.
Roadcraft includes every aspect of driving andlmamcquired only by a systematic approach to hazand constant appli-
cation of the basic rules. Good roadcraft enasldsiver to avoid awkward and possibly dangerdtustons. It not only
prevents accidents but makes driving less arduous.

Use your skill to keep you out of trouble.

2. Drive with deliberation and overtake a quickly as possible.
Good driving demands continual planning and cordecisions which must be put into operation witéliberation. there
is no place for the half-hearted manoeuvre bordafbt and uncertainty. If it is not completelfesa should not be at-
tempted at all. Overtaking should always be ceteg in the minimum of time to leave the road clearapproaching or
following vehicles.

Deliberation eliminates uncertainty. When safe, go

3. Develop car sense and know the capdtiels of your vehicle.
Car sense is the ability to get the best from #igicle without jerks or vibration. Before a stranghicle is driven fast the
driver should accustom himself to its controls,ede@tion and braking capabilities and handlingabtiristics. Never ex-
pect more from them than they are able to giveehides, like drivers, have their limitations.

Driver and vehicle must blend towmesskilful driving.

4. Give proper signals, use the horn artteadlights thoughtfully.
Use the signals given in the Highway Code. Anigontus signal is misleading and dangerous.  Wsleohorn is a form
of signalling much neglected by some and overdgnetbers. It should be used as a person wouldhisseoice , neither
aggressively nor rudely. Flashing of the is ditieiht form of signalling at night and on fast dsa

Give good signals in good time.

5. Concentrate at all times to avoid accidents.
Concentration is the keystone of good driving.is l&a primary duty and often a neglected one. Getmoncentration will
ensure that every detail is observed. It is oftensmallest detail that gives the clue to whathisut to happen. |If it is
missed an accident, or at least an unpleasantierper may result.

Concentration assists observation.

6. Think before acting.
The good driver makes progress so smoothly andsaitlittle apparent fuss or effort that to the itrated he appears to re-
spond to situations automatically. Nothing cooddfarther from the truth. The fact is that bytimuous concentration and
thought he has raised his driving to a fine arEvery hazard and driving operation presents problevhich can only be
solve by thinking. A thoughtful driver appliesetlappropriate features of the System, carries weryeoperation and ma-
noeuvre in plenty of time and consequently is abivaythe right place at the right moment.

Think and avoid accidents.

7. Exercise restraint and hold back whenecessary.
To hold back is to follow at a safe distance uti@l road and traffic conditions allow it to be deden. This will call on re-
straint especially when in a hurry. Overtakingaoy other manoeuvre must never be attempted umleas be completed
with 100% safety. Accidents are caused wheruatsiin has been wrongly assessed.

Whenever in doubt, wait.

8. Corner with safety.
Driving round a curve demands the application efghinciples for cornering and a thorough knowledfjthe forces acting
on the vehicle. The most common faults are ametoo fast or accelerating before the exit isntyeseen.

Lose your speed or lose the car.

9. Use speed intelligently and drive fasnly in the right places.
High speeds are safe only when a clear view idahlaifor a considerable distance and there is torassess each hazard as
it appears, but speed at all times must be relatéioe view. Safety at speed depends largely @biity to recognise dan-
ger and to slow down in good time.

Any fool can drive fast enough talbegerous.

10. Know the Highway Code and put it into mactice.
The Highway Code sets out rules for safety on tfaelr A failure to observe them could establiability in any legal pro-
ceedings. The rules must be known and complig ifva driver's own behaviour is to be beyond mgwh and before he
can presume to advise others. The Highway Coglesuall to be courteous. A good driver goes éartind acknowledges
the courtesies extended to him.

Drive according to the Highway Code and you willvdrsafely.



